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SAUTER

A ballet of pure sunshine

ROYAL BALLET

La Fille
mal gardée

Cast FRANCESCA HAYWARD | MARGELINO SAMBE
Music FERDINAND HEROLD Choreography FREDERICK ASHTON

On Screen at The Hailsham Pavilion 5th & 9th Nov

Booking details @ www.hailshampavilion.co.uk
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MEL BONIS Soir et Matin

GABRIEL FAURE Piano Trio in D minor, Op. 120
Allegro ma non troppo

Andantino

Allegro vivo

INTERVAL
Please join us for refreshments

MAURICE RAVEL Piano Trio
Modére

Pantoum (Assez vif)

Passacaille (Tres large)

Final (Animé)



PROGRAMME NOTES

MEL BONIS

Soir et Matin

Mel Bonis's Soir et Matin for piano trio is a
short, evocative diptych that captures two
contrasting times of day—Evening and
Morning. Composed in the early 20th century,
the work blends rich emotional expression
with formal clarity.

Soir, the first movement, is introspective and
tender, unfolding with a gentle, nocturne-like
atmosphere.

Matin, by contrast, is brighter and more
animated with a sense of freshness and
forward motion, evoking the awakening of a
new day.

Together, Soir et Matin showcase Bonis's
talent for atmospheric writing and emotional
nuance. Though less well-known than some
of her contemporaries, her chamber music
is increasingly celebrated for its beauty,
sensitivity, and craftsmanship.



GABRIEL FAURE

Piano Trio in D minor, Op. 120
Allegro ma non troppo
Andantino

Allegro vivo

Gabriel Fauré's Piano Trio in D minor, Op. 120
is a late work, composed in 1922 when the
composer was in his late seventies.

Despite Fauré's declining health and hearing,

the trio is filled with clarity, refinement, and
lyrical warmth. It reflects the understated
elegance and emotional restraint that
characterise much of his mature style.

The trio is in three movements, beginning
with an Allegro ma non troppo that
immediately establishes a mood of gentle
melancholy. The thematic material is subtle
and introspective, unfolding with a natural,
speech-like flow.

The second movement, Andantino, serves
as the emotional heart of the work. Its calm,
song-like melody and delicate interplay
between the instruments create a sense of
quiet contemplation. The final Allegro vivo
brings more rhythmic energy, though still
within Fauré's refined, understated style.

Faureé's trio remains a favourite among
chamber musicians for its depth, subtlety,
and the quiet emotional power it conveys.

MAURICE RAVEL

Piano Trio

Modere

Pantoum (Assez vif)
Passacaille (Trés large)
Final (Animé)

Maurice Ravel's Piano Trio in A minor,
composed in 1914, is a masterwork of the
chamber music repertoire, blending classical
structure with Ravel's signature colouristic
and rhythmic innovations.

\Written just before Ravel enlisted in World
War |, the trio reflects both the elegance of
French impressionism and the urgency of the
time. The four-movement structure follows a
traditional format but is infused with diverse
cultural and stylistic influences.

The first movement, Modéré, opens with

a Basque dance rhythm, a nod to Ravel's
heritage, featuring lyrical lines and rich
textures. The second movement, Pantoum:
Assez vif, is named after a Malaysian poetic
form and showcases rhythmic vitality and
contrapuntal brilliance. The third movement,
Passacaille: Tres large, is a solemn, deeply
expressive variation form built on a repeating
bass line, highlighting Ravel's contrapuntal
mastery. The Final, Animé, bursts with energy,
driving the trio to a dramatic conclusion.

Ravel's use of modal harmonies, innovative
timbres, and rhythmic complexity gives

the trio a distinctly modern voice while
maintaining a clear formal structure. Despite
its challenges for performers, the work
remains a staple in the chamber repertoire,
admired for its balance of technical precision
and expressive depth.



THE WEALDEN TRIO

RACHEL FIRMAGER
cello

Rachel Firmager grew up in Sussex and
learnt the cello with lan Gill before furthering
her studies at Durham University and the
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. Love of
chamber music led her to postgraduate
study with Jane Salmon and the Schubert
Ensemble, and later with Adrian Shepherd.

Projects over the years have included

work with One Voice, New Music Brighton,
Bergersen Quartet and Hyperion Ensemble.
She gave recitals in venues such as Fairfield
Halls, Croydon, the Brighton Pavilion and
Chapel Royal. Her work with the Hilser Trio
took her over much of Europe, even as far
north as Svalbard!

She currently plays in the Wealden Trio with
William Hancox and Jonathan Truscott, with
the Sussex String Quartet and she freelances
as an orchestral musician.

In 2016 she graduated as an Alexander
Technique teacher and she runs a private
studio in Hastings alongside her cello
teaching practice at Brighton College.



JONATHAN TRUSCOTT
violin

Jonathan Truscott was born in London and
studied violin with Itzhak Rashkovsky and
Eszter Boda Katona, furthering his studies in
Transylvania with Ferdinand Kozak.

After a couple of years performing with the
Targu-Mures State Philharmonic Orchestra of
Romania he returned to the UK to pursue his
interest in contemporary chamber music.

Jonathan is the leader of Modulus

String Quartet, which specialises in the
performance and recording of music by
contemporary composers and has broadcast
live on BBC Radio 3 -In Tune and many
international radio stations.

His career has taken him to concert halls
around the world with numerous television
appearances and recordings for major labels
and films.

WILLIAM HANCOX
piano

After a degree at Cambridge, William
studied with Joseph Weingarten, a student
of Dohnanyi, Bartok and Kodaly. He has
performed as soloist and chamber musician
throughout the UK and internationally,
broadcast for Classic FM and the BBC and
made a number of recordings. He was a staff
pianist at the Guildhall School, Trinity College
of Music and the Britten-Pears School in
Aldeburgh.

William has performed throughout Europe
and made several trips to China, giving
masterclasses and concerts in the Forbidden
City Concert Hall in Beijing. He has also
worked extensively as a vocal coach, with
many students now pursuing successful
singing careers.

Recent projects include a recording of
Nicholas Smith's Love Friendship and
Longing, recitals with distinguished mezzo
Louise Winter and two recordings of English
song with soprano Lorna Windsor.

William lives in East Sussex and is deeply
involved in music making in his own
community. He accompanies for Hailsham
Choral Society and Laughton Village Choir
and launched Music Box Wealden in 2022,
which promotes concerts featuring local
artists in the Wealden area.



NEXT CONCERTS

2 November 2025, 5pm

An Evening at the Opera

at Michelham Priory

Upper Dicker, Hailsham BN27 3QS

22 November 2025, 7pm
Opera at The Oak

at Royal Oak & Castle Inn
Pevensey BN24 5LE

7 December 2025, 3pm
Christmas Brass

at St. Andrew's
Alfriston BN26 5TL

JOIN US

Join a vibrant, friendly and sustainable community of music
lovers. Become a Member and gain free access to all our
concerts in exchange for one monthly subscription.

View details of all our events at musicboxwealden.co.uk

Programme design and artwork by tracks.co.uk - proud to be associated with Music Box Wealden




