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AGNUS DEI

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi  Lamb of God who takes away the sins of
Miserere nobis/ Dona eis requiem  the world

Have mercy on us/ Give them rest.

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi  Lamb of God who takes away the sins of
Dona nobis pacem/Dona eis requiem  the world

sempiternam  Give us peace/ Give them eternal rest.

Lux aeterna luceat eis  May eternal light shine upon them
Cum sanctis tuis in aeternum  With your saints for ever
Quia pius es. Amen.  For you are merciful. Amen.

The text of the Agnus Dei comes from the Gospel of John,
chapter 1, verse 29.

John the Baptist, seeing Jesus approaching exclaims ‘Behold, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sins of the world' It was a late addition to the
liturgy of the Latin mass, incorporated by Pope Sergius in the 7th century,
possibly as a reaction against the Byzantine church, which forbade
images portraying Christ as an animal. The text, with its variants, has
been included in countless musical settings across the ages.

The symbol of the lamb references the Jewish Passover, and the ideas
of innocence and sacrificial death. The image of the lamb often appears
with a halo and holding a cross or banner in Christian iconography.
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Agnus Dei

STEPHANIE MARTIN

Stephanie Martin is a contemporary Canadian
musician, whose choral and instrumental
works are widely performed both in Canada
and internationally.

Mass for Five Voices

WILLIAM BYRD

Given the virulent anti-Catholicism of
England in the late 16th century, it's a
wonder that Byrd, with his known Catholic
sympathies, dared to write not just one but
three settings of the Latin mass.

This one, for five voices, was to remain
unperformed for three hundred years until its
rediscovery at the end of the 19th century.

Requiem in D minor

GABRIEL FAURE

It took Fauré 15 years to shape his Requiem
into its present familiar form - and it's now so
well known that it may be hard to realise the
extent to which it broke new ground in its day.
Rather than dwelling on fear and judgement,
it is, as Fauré said, ‘dominated from beginning
to end by a very human feeling of faith in
eternal rest.

PROGRAMME NOTES

Mass in B minor

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH

Completed in the year before his death,
Bach's Mass in B minor is widely seen

as one of the greatest achievements of
Western music, a compendium of styles
and techniques from a lifetime of sublime
compositions for the church.

A full performance of this Latin Mass

setting lasts about 2 hours and offers an
extraordinary synthesis between Catholicism
and Lutheranism. The Agnus Dei is an aria for
alto with violin obbligato.

Messe de Requiem

CAMILLE SAINT-SAENS

The Messe de Requiem by Saint-Saéns was
written in 1878 in memory of his friend Albert
Libon, who had left him 100,00 francs, on
condition of him completing a Requiem Mass
within a year of his death.

Saint-Saéns produced a dramatic and richly
orchestrated work, and the legacy enabled
him to resign his position as organist at

La Madeleine in Paris to concentrate on
composition. The next organist but one
would be Gabriel Faure.



Messa da Requiem

GUISEPPE VERDI

Verdi's majestic masterpiece ranks as one

of the greatest choral works, so operatic in
style and employing such huge forces that it
is almost always performed in concert, rather
than in a sacred setting.

The Agnus Dei consists of choral variations
around a theme announced at the outset by
the mezzo and soprano soloists.

Crisantemi

GIACOMO PUCCINI

Crisantemi (Chrysanthemums) is a one-
movement work for string quartet composed
by Puccini in 1890 as a lament in memory of
his friend, the Italian prince Amadeo |, who
reigned as King of Spain between 1870 and
1873.

Puccini wrote the work in a single night.
White chrysanthemums are commonly used
for funerals and as grave flowers in ltaly.

Petite Messe Solenelle

GIAOCHINO ROSSINI

Written in 1863, 30 years after he retired
from his phenomenally successful career

as an operatic composer, Rossini described
the Petite Messe Solennelle (Little solemn
mass) - which, as has often been remarked,
is certainly not little and by no means always
solemn - as ‘the last of my sins of old age'

On the last page of the score he wrote: ‘Dear
Lord, here it is finished, this poor little mass.
Have | just written sacred music or rather,
sacrilegious music? | was born for opera
buffa as you well know. Not much technique,
a little bit of heart, that's all. Blessings to you
and grant me Paradise!

Adagio for Strings

SAMUEL BARBER

Barber's Adagio for Strings is his orchestral
arrangement of the second movement of his
String Quartet of 1936.

Initially championed by the conductor
Toscanini, it has become one of the best-
loved pieces of American classical music.
Barber made this choral arrangement, setting
the text of the Agnus Dei, in 1967.



GEORGIA MAE ELLIS is a British mezzo
soprano from a small village in East Sussex,
who studied at the Royal Northern College
of Music and the Royal Academy of Music
Opera School.

She has just finished on the Global Talent
Programme at the National Opera Studio,
supported by the Glyndebourne New
Generation Young Artists Development
Award. At NOS she performed in many
concerts across the year, with residencies
at Glyndebourne, Welsh National Opera,
Opera North, Scottish Opera and English
National Opera and subsequently sang
the role of Annina in Verdi's La Traviata for
Glyndebourne in 2024.

Georgia has performed a wide range of
roles with the RNCM and Royal Academy
Opera, performing Carmen's Habanera at
Glyndebourne's annual Christmas concert

in 2021 and covering the role of Ramise in
the Jette Parker Artists production of Arminio
at the Linbury Theatre at the Royal Opera
House in 2023. Recital work includes Berg's
Sieben Frtuihe Lieder at the Wigmore Hall.

Recent engagements have included Mrs
Grose (The Turn of the Screw) with Waterperry
Opera Festival. She was selected to perform
alongside 11 gifted singers for ‘Exploring
Rossini" with James Baillieu at Edinburgh
Festival 2024. Future engagements include
an Oxford International Festival recital with
Sholto Kynoch in May 2025 and she returns
to Waterperry for their production of Don
Giovanni in August 2024 as Donna Elvira.

THE PERFORMERS

NOA LACHMAN started her musical studies
in Jerusalem singing with the Rinat choir and
the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra under the
batons of famous conductors such as James
Levine, Daniel Barenboim and Zubin Mehta.
She also gave several world premieres as a
soloist and broadcast for Israeli TV and radio.

She has performed with her husband,

pianist William Hancox, in Germany, Israel
and the UK, with concerts for the London
International Jewish Music Festival, Amnesty
International and the Reihe Seibzig festival

in Hannover and has also recorded Ladino
songs for BBC Radio 4's Women's Hour. Noa
regularly performs as an oratorio soloist and
recitalist in the local area and is a co-founder
of Music Box Wealden.

WILLIAM HANCOX has had a varied career
as a pianist both in the UK and abroad.

He is the founder of Music Box Wealden
which presents an ambitious programme of
concerts all over the area and aims to build
a community which serves the needs both
of music lovers and of the many professional
musicians who live locally.

LINDA GLENN, mezzo soprano, founder and
MD of LVC and Clockhouse Singers.

Based in Sussex, Linda teaches adults

to sing, runs choral workshops, and as

choral MD gets to choose all her favourite
repertoire! She specialises in helping adult
choral singers achieve a level of musicianship
beyond their wildest dreams. For more info.
please go to www.lindaglenn.org.uk



MODULUS QUARTET

Jonathan Truscott VIOLIN 1
Craig Stratton VIOLIN 2
James Hogg VIOLA

Rachel Firmager CELLO

Modulus Quartet specialises in performing
original string quartet repertoire written

in close collaboration with a number of
international composers.

Drawing on its collective experience, the
quartet seeks out music of an individual
style, developing creative relationships with
composers and artists. The quartet explores
new ways of presenting music, performing in
unusual venues and incorporating visual arts
and multi-media technology.

Modulus released their debut album, 12
Seconds of Light, in 2017, with music by Terry
Davies, Veera Lummi, Ash Madni, Richard
Norris, Eliot Lloyd Short and Matthew Slater.
The tour to promote the album, supported
by Arts Council England, took in original
locations like Honister Slate Mine in the Lake
District and Carnglaze Cavern in Cornwall,
and the quartet was featured on BBC
Spotlight South West.

Modulus subsequently toured the album in
Romania as well as performing other new
works in the UK and appearing on London
Live and BBC Radio 3's In Tune.

THE LAUGHTON VILLAGE CHOIR

The LVC is an all-comers, unauditioned choir
drawn from Laughton and the surrounding
villages. A few members of the choir are
experienced amateur musicians, but many
had never held a musical score in their hands
before they joined. The ability to sing in tune
is more important than being able to read
music, a skill everyone soon acquires!

We provide learning support via on-line
tutorials and informal sectional rehearsals
(with cake) which enable the less confident to
master their parts. We rehearse on Mondays
at the Laughton Village Hall, hugely assisted
by Will Hancox, our accompanist, and we
badly need more male singers.

In fact our next concert is Saturday July

5th, when we will perform Handel's Dixit
Dominus. It is a wonderful, high octane, white-
knuckle ride. So we invite anyone who has
sung it before to join us for an afternoon’s
workshop on Saturday June 14th (with cake)
in Laughton, to revise the piece ahead of the
July concert. All voice parts welcome. Please
visit the Laughton Village Choir website for
more details at www.lvchoir.org.uk.

THE CLOCKHOUSE SINGERS

A friendly chamber choir that sings mostly a
cappella, we always have a short slot in the
LVC concerts. Rehearsals are on Thursday
mornings in Wick Street, nr. Arlington, and we
are seeking a couple of male tenors to join
our ranks. Do get in touch!



NEXT CONCERTS

31 May 2025, 3pm

A Harpist at The Mill

at Windmill Hill Windmill
Hailsham BN27 4RT

21 June 2025, 7.30pm

Wealden Piano Trio
at St Andrew's, Alfriston BN26 5TL

JOIN US

Join a vibrant, friendly and sustainable community of music
lovers. Become a Member and gain free access to all our
concerts in exchange for one monthly subscription.

View details of all our events at musicboxwealden.co.uk

Programme design and artwork by tracks.co.uk - proud to be associated with Music Box Wealden



